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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



In response to the Restriction Requirement dated May 7, 2008, in which the Applicant 
was requested to elect a single invention for prosecution on the merits, and a single disclosed 
species for prosecution on the merits, the Applicants respectfully elect the following for 
prosecution in this application: 



Group I: Claims 1-10, drawn to a catalyst wherein there is no oxygen excess and the 

4 

A component is present in a proportion 1 -x. 



However, the Applicants respectfully traverse the present Restriction Requirement for 
the following reasons. The perovskite-type composite oxide recited in Claim 1 has a 
stoichiometric composition, while the perovskite-type composite oxide recited in Claim 1 1 
has a non-stoichiometric composition. Thus, the fundamental or basic formulations common 
to both Claims 1 and 1 1 are the same, so that the inventions are believed to be so linked as to 
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form a single general inventive concept. For this reason, the Applicants respectfully request 
that the Restriction Requirement be withdrawn and that all claims be examined. 

If the Examiner believes that there is any issue which could be resolved by a 
telephone or personal interview, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the 
undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 

The Applicants hereby petition for any extensions of time which may be required to 
maintain the pendency of this case, and any required fee for such an extension is to be 
charged to Deposit Account 50-095 1 . 
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